
Requirements for publication with open access for grants awarded as from January 2020 until the end of 
September 2022 (information published on the vr.se during the period).

Publishing your research 
open access 
A condition for receiving a grant from us is that you publish your 
research articles so that they are available to all, free of charge on 
the internet. We only accept articles that are published with open 
access in your reporting on grants. 

Your research results must be openly accessible 
The articles you include when reporting on a grant from the Swedish Research 
Council must be published with open access. This means that your research results 
must be accessible to everyone via the Internet. The results must be available free of 
charge on the internet no later than six months after they are published. If your grant 
is within educational sciences or humanities and social sciences, the period is 
extended to twelve months. 

Monographs and books are exempted from this requirement 

So far, the requirement for open access applies only to scientific publications in 
journals and conference reports. Monographs and book chapters are not required to 
be published open access. However, the Swedish Research Council plans to extend 
the requirements to also include these forms of publication. For help with peer review 
and open access publishing of scientific books, researchers and publishers can use 
the Kriterium consortium, for example. 

The additional costs for such publishing should be included in your 
application 

You should estimate potential additional costs for open access publishing when 
applying for a grant from us. This applies whether you publish in an open access 
journal or a hybrid journal, which is a traditional journal that offers open access 
publishing for individual articles in exchange for a fee. 

We have agreements on open access with the major publishers of 
periodicals 

Open access has been successfully negotiated with the major publishers. This 
means that you do not have to pay an article processing charge (APC) to fulfil the 
Swedish Research Council’s requirement for open access when you publish articles 
in many of the journals. The publishers that Sweden has agreements with via the 
Bibsam Consortium are, among others, Elsevier, Springer Nature, Taylor and 
Francis, SAGE, SPIE, Wiley, and Oxford University Press. Publication is done under 
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CC-BY licence according to most of the agreements, which complies with the 
Swedish Research Council’s requirements and terms and conditions. 

Read more about the terms and conditions on the Swedish National Library’s website 
via the link below. This also has a list of the contact persons at each HEI who can 
give you further information about the agreements that apply for your HEI. 

Swedish National Library’s platform for open access (in Swedish)  

 

Four ways to publish with open access 
Choose one of the following ways to make your article freely available: 

Publish in an open access journal: There are over 4,000 open access journals 
across the globe that use experts to assess the quality of the articles, a process 
known as peer-review. A list is available in the Directory of open access journals 
(DOAJ) 

Publish in a hybrid journal: A hybrid journal is a traditional subscription-based 
journal that offers authors the option to publish with open access in exchange for a 
fee. 

Parallel publication in an open access archive: In principle, all Swedish higher 
education institutions (HEIs) have an open digital archive. When the article is 
published, or no more than six or twelve months later (see above), you must save a 
copy of your article in an open archive. You should save the version of the article that 
is identical in content to the published one, but it does not have to have the journal's 
layout. 

Publish on a website of your HEI: You upload and make the article available on the 
site, for example in pdf format. However, this is not recommended, given that links to 
websites can often become invalid and the publication can therefore be difficult to 
find. 

 
Choose the correct publication licence 
You must publish under a license that allows others to access and use your research 
results. Researchers who pay a publication fee (article processing charge, APC) to 
publish an article with open access must publish under a Creative Commons licence, 
the version named CC-BY. Under the terms of such a licence, those who use, adapt 
or distribute your articles are required to credit you as the author. You will also retain 
the right to distribute your research. 

The CC-BY licence is the standard license recommended by several international 
organisations. 

Read more about CC-By 

https://www.kb.se/samverkan-och-utveckling/oppen-tillgang-och-bibsamkonsortiet/bibsamkonsortiet/oppen-tillgang-i-bibsamavtalen.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/
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Why do we require open access? 
The Swedish Research Council is driving development towards open access together 
with other research funding bodies in Sweden and abroad. 

Reasons why we require open access: 

• We believe that everyone should have access to the results of research 
funded through public finances. 

• Research results that can be read free of charge on the Internet also reach 
researchers outside their specific field. 

• People outside the research community are given the opportunity to study 
scientific articles related to their professional activities. 

• Research published with open access is more rapidly disseminated and the 
articles are cited more frequently. 

 


