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Foreword

Investment in research and access to evidence-based knowledge are cornerstones
of sustainable and democratic societal development. At the same time, research
is being carried out in an increasingly polarised, multifaceted and challenging
context. Targeted and effective science communication is essential for
stimulating dialogue, providing decision-makers with information, and
promoting factual and constructive debate.

Science communication has become professionalised, and is a growing research
field. National and international initiatives and strategies help to strengthen the
dialogue between science and society, and thereby the quality of research. In
many countries, communication is now seen as an integral and strategic part of
the research process.

In Sweden, the Swedish Research Council is responsible for coordinating
communication about research and research results. It is also tasked with
developing open science, including science communication.

The Council has investigated how neighbouring countries and the European

Commission work with science communication. In this report, we present the
results of this work and make recommendations on the way forward.

Stockholm, 26 January 2026
Katarina Bjelke

Director General, Swedish Research Council



Summary

Europe invests considerable resources in research, but effective communication
is also required in order for the results to be used. This report examines how key
stakeholders in European countries work with science communication.

The Swedish Research Council is Sweden’s largest government research funding
body and is tasked with the national coordination of communication about
research and research results. One of the Council’s strategic goals is to
contribute to the dissemination and use of scientific knowledge. The purpose of
this report is to inspire and provide ideas for strengthening collaboration and
science communication. The goal is to create better conditions for mutual
exchange between research and other parts of society.

The report describes how actors in Denmark, Ireland, the Netherlands,
Luxembourg, Spain, the United Kingdom, Germany, Austria, Sweden and the
European Commission promote and evaluate science communication. The
selection of countries is based on geographical and cultural proximity to
Sweden, as well as countries that play a leading role in science communication.
Several methods have been used: compilation of digital sources, interviews with
key individuals, participation in international conferences and international
working groups.

In several countries, large research ministries play an active role in promoting
science communication. In Sweden, this responsibility lies primarily with
government agencies. Countries that prioritise science communication, such as
the Netherlands, often have a more developed ecosystem for public dialogue. In
countries where science communication is part of general strategies for research
and innovation, the issue is given greater weight.

Research funding bodies promote science communication through requirements,
incentives, and the opportunity to use grants for communication initiatives.
However, specific evaluation of communication initiatives is uncommon. In
some countries, such as Ireland and Luxembourg, key performance indicators
(KPIs) are used to measure collaboration with society. The UK’s largest research
funding body, UKRI, includes the public perspective in certain assessment
panels.

Several countries offer special funding for science communication, in the form
of both separate calls for proposals and additional grants for existing research
projects. Private foundations and regional actors play an important role in certain
countries, such as Denmark and Germany.

Certain national initiatives and centres, such as NCCPE in the UK, NEWS in the
Netherlands and Public & Science Sweden in Sweden, offer various forms of
resources and support for science communication. There are also a number of



EU projects that have developed digital toolkits for science communication and
public engagement. Science media centres help journalists find researchers and
research, and online platforms, such as forskning.se and videnskab.dk, offer the
public news about research results.

Through the CoARA process, various indicators are being developed to broaden
how research is assessed, including how research impacts society. Awards for
outstanding science communication are common, as are networks and physical
meeting places for those who work with and conduct research in science
communication. The scientific field of science communication is growing
rapidly and has its own journals and conferences.



1 Purpose, objectives and approach

Europe invests significant resources in developing new knowledge based on
research. If these results are to be put to use, they need to be communicated.

Science communication plays an important role in strengthening trust in science
and promoting decisions based on knowledge and evidence. Research needs to
be open, accessible and comprehensible, and science communication is therefore
an important aspect of both open science and the research process.

1.1 Background

The Swedish Research Council is Sweden’s largest government research funding
body. One of the Council’s tasks is to be responsible for coordinating
communication on research and research results.

Universal access to research-based knowledge contributes towards a free and
democratic society and a wiser world. One objective of the Council’s overall
strategy is therefore to contribute to the dissemination and use of scientific
knowledge.

1.2 Definitions

Science communication refers to communication that aims to disseminate
research-based knowledge and interacts with different parts of society.
Communication between researchers is often called scientific scholarly
communication.

Collaboration is a statutory aspect of researchers’ work. The Swedish Higher
Education Act states that: “The mandate of higher education institutions shall
include collaboration for mutual exchanges with the surrounding community, as
well as ensuring that the knowledge and expertise found at the higher education
institution bring benefit to society.” Communication is essential in order for
collaboration to take place between research and other parts of society.

In other countries, the term public engagement is often used. The term
describes the many ways in which researchers and research organisations can
involve the public.

Science communication can take place with different degrees of interaction.
Information is one-way communication with little or no interaction between the
sender and the recipient. The terms ‘outreach’ and ‘dissemination’ are often used
in this context. Dialogue is characterised by all parties being able to have their
say and interact. Co-creation involves people other than researchers making
concrete contributions to the research process.



Open science is an umbrella term for a range of different practices that make the
scientific process more open and accessible. A fundamental aspect of open
science is that other researchers and other parts of society should be able to
access and use the results of research freely, and that the research process should
be transparent through researchers making research data available.
Communicating research to the public and decision-makers is also an important
aspect.

Research on science communication is a young and growing field with an
infrastructure that takes the form of scientific journals, international networks
and regular conferences.

1.3 Aim and objectives

We have examined how key actors in nine European countries and the European
Commission promote and evaluate science communication. The aim of this
report is to provide inspiration and ideas on how Swedish actors can strengthen
the work relating to science communication and collaboration. The objective is
to create better conditions for the dissemination and use of scientific knowledge.

1.4 Approach

In order to find out how other countries work with science communication, we
have combined different types of evidence gathering:

- compiling digital sources

- interviews with key individuals

- participation in international conferences

- participation in international groups such as the Science Europe
Working Group on Communication and the European Commission’s
Mutual Learning Exercise on Public Engagement in Research and
Innovation.

The selection has been based on which countries are similar to Sweden, which
countries are close geographically and/or culturally, and/or countries which can
be seen as leaders in science communication.



2 Science communication support in nine
countries and the European Commission

How do countries work to strengthen science communication? We looked at key
actors in Denmark, Ireland, the Netherlands, Luxembourg, Spain, the United
Kingdom, Germany, Austria, Sweden and the European Commission. Our
compilation focuses on strategies, the work of research funding bodies, funding
schemes, national initiatives, incentives for researchers and evaluations in order
to communicate about research. We also highlight good examples that can
provide inspiration.

2.1 Denmark

In 2023, around 2.98 % of Denmark’s GDP was spent on research and
development (R&D).

Leading Danish research actors include the government research funding bodies
Independent Research Fund Denmark, the Danish National Research Foundation
and Innovation Fund Denmark. There are also a number of private foundations
and funds that provide financial support for both research and science
communication.

In addition, the Royal Danish Academy of Sciences and Letters is an academy
for outstanding researchers who want to strengthen the position of science in
Denmark and promote interdisciplinary understanding.

2.1.1 Strategies

Science communication — often referred to as ‘dissemination’ — is not part of any
national strategy for research and innovation. Nor is there a specific national
strategy for science communication. However, Universities Denmark — an
organisation that corresponds to Sweden’s Association of Swedish Higher
Education Institutions (SUHF) — has agreed on seven guiding principles for
good science communication’.

2.1.2 The work of research funding bodies

The main government research funding bodies promote communication about
the research they fund in different ways:

Independent Research Fund Denmark, which supports independent basic
research within all fields of science, also advises the Danish Parliament,

1 Seven guiding principles for good research communication (2019). Universities
Denmark’s website.



https://dkuni.dk/analyser-og-notater/danske-universiteters-principper-for-god-forskningskommunikation/
https://dkuni.dk/analyser-og-notater/danske-universiteters-principper-for-god-forskningskommunikation/
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ministries, government agencies and others, and has specific requirements for
communication in project applications.

The Danish National Research Foundation, which funds excellent basic
research and the establishment of research centres, requires the results of these
centres’ work to be made openly available. It also monitors how projects
communicate their results to the public, and has organised courses in science
communication for interested researchers.

The largest Danish research foundation, the Novo Nordisk Foundation,
encourages the researchers it supports to prioritise communication, but does not
impose any general requirements for communication initiatives. Communication
initiatives are also monitored within certain programmes that include science
communication.

2.1.3 Forms of funding

A number of private foundations and funds support projects within science
communication, including the Carlsberg Foundation, the Tuborg Foundation, the
Velux Foundation and the Novo Nordisk Foundation,

The Novo Nordisk Foundation offers project support for “innovative
communication and informative conversation”. These projects can last up to five
years, with grants ranging from DKK 100,000 to DKK 4,300,000. It is also
possible to apply for funding for science communication as part of the
Foundation’s general call for proposals.

2.1.4 Initiatives, incentives and evaluation

The Academy of Science Communication, which is run by the Royal Danish
Academy of Sciences and Letters, provides free practical courses in science
communication for researchers. The Academy also provides a network for
researchers interested in science communication. Several foundations and funds
jointly finance the initiative.

Videnskab.dk is a freely accessible popular science news portal run by an
independent editorial team of journalists since 2008. As well as articles, videos
and podcasts on new research, it also publishes articles written by researchers. In
addition, the editorial team offers help with communicating research and trains
researchers in science communication. It is financed by government funding,
grants from foundations, and income from advertising and courses.

Since 2004, the Danish Ministry of Education and Science has awarded an
annual prize in science communication. The DKK 200,000 prize is presented
to a researcher or a research team “who has a strong sense of vibrant and precise
communication, and who makes great efforts to communicate their research to a
wider public”.
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Some universities in Denmark have communication skills as one of several
requirements for employment. Most of them have also signed the Coalition for
Advancing Research Assessment (CoOARA) agreement.

Good examples

The Constructive Institute in Aarhus is an independent centre for
constructive journalism that was established in 2017. Constructive
journalism aims to complement traditional news reporting with solution-
focused, nuanced and socially engaged perspectives. The aim is to provide
a more balanced and realistic picture of the world. The centre helps the
media and journalists to use constructive journalism via a portal with best
practice, skills development and independent research. Its operations are
financed by several Danish private funds.

2.2 Ireland

Ireland invests relatively little in R&D compared to many other countries.
According to statistics for 2023, Ireland’s R&D expenditure is around 1.58 % of
GDP.

The main research actor is the government agency Research Ireland, formed in
2024 through a merger between Science Foundation Ireland and the Irish
Research Council. There are also a range of other research funding bodies in the
form of 27 agencies for different areas, such as the environment and health.
However, research funding is only a small part of what these agencies do.

2.2.1 Strategies

Ireland’s 2024 Research and Innovation Act describes how research and
innovation will be funded through Research Ireland. Research Ireland also has a
mandate to promote public engagement. This will be highlighted in particular in
its strategy, which is currently being developed and is expected to be adopted by
the end of 2025.

2.2.2 The work of research funding bodies

Research Ireland promotes and supports education and public engagement (EPE)
in several ways. The organisation has a specific model called Education and
Public Engagement Framework and Impact. According to the model, public
engagement is a key objective of Research Ireland’s large-scale initiatives as it
adds value to research.

In some calls for proposals, for example for research centres, public engagement
is a key requirement. The aim is to ensure that centres focus sufficiently on
achieving impact. Outreach can be a useful tool for informing and engaging, but


https://constructiveinstitute.org/
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Research Ireland expects deeper two-way dialogue in which stakeholders are
given the opportunity to influence research in an iterative process.

The research centres includes public engagement managers in their teams, and
Research Ireland arranges regular networking meetings for them. The centres
also have KPIs for EPE. Qualitative aspects of EPE are assessed based on annual
reports and physical visits.

There are also calls for proposals in which public engagement is an important
component of the research project. Research Ireland’s National Challenge
Fund provides support to address challenges and problems in several funding
stages. Here, stakeholders are part of the team and make a clear contribution to
the research process, thereby ensuring that the results are both useful and
sustainable.

2.2.3 Forms of funding

Research Ireland is the only research funding body of EPE in Ireland. EPE is
also one of the core objectives of Research Ireland, formulated as follows:

“Strengthen the engagement of the research and innovation system with:
- the Government, Ministers of the Government and bodies (whether
statutory or otherwise) which are funded wholly or partly by public moneys,
and
- enterprise, non-governmental organisations, cultural institutions and
society generally; to promote and develop the reputation of the State
internationally as a location that is favourable for undertaking research and
innovation; to advance the principles of equality, diversity and inclusion
with regard to opportunities to undertake research and innovation and in the
undertaking of that research and innovation.”

Research Ireland funds around 40 public engagement projects every year
through the Discover Programme Call. Different types of organisations can
apply for up to EUR 60,000 per year for smaller projects, or EUR 300,000 for
larger two-year national or international projects. In addition, there are specific
calls for proposals for science festivals and events linked to Science Week,
which is coordinated by Research Ireland. Research Ireland also organises a
mentoring programme whereby experienced festival organisers help beginners.

2.2.4 Initiatives, incentives and evaluation

Campus Engage was a programme run by the Irish University Association. The
aim was to build a framework for those working in public engagement at Irish
higher education institutions. The programme has now ended, but it developed
tools and resources that are still available online. Research Ireland aims to offer
more support to researchers in the future, for example through training and
online resources.
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Ireland has a national chapter of CoARA, in which organisations that have
signed the CoOARA agreement work together to broaden the way in which
research is evaluated.

Creating Our Future

The Irish Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation
and Science launched an initiative in 2021 to engage people broadly in
research and innovation. The initiative was led by Science Foundation
Ireland (now Research Ireland), which invited Irish people to contribute
ideas for the country’s future research. The call was worded as “Tell us
your idea for what researchers in Ireland should explore to create a better
future”. More than 18,000 responses were received following an extensive
campaign. Around 80 organisations and 70 researchers also provided useful
advice and expertise. The responses were divided up into 16 themes and
five prioritised areas. The results have contributed towards a new national
strategy for research and innovation. All public bodies should also take
note of the results from Creating Our Future and consider them in their
work.

2.3 Luxembourg

Luxembourg is one of the countries in Europe that invests the least in R&D in
relation to its population. In 2023, the proportion invested in R&D was 1.03 %
of the country’s GDP.

The main research actors are the Luxembourg National Research Fund (FNR),
the University of Luxembourg, and the three research institutes LIST, LIH and
LISER.

2.3.1 Strategies

Luxembourg’s 2019 National Strategy for Research and Innovation states that
research needs firm support from society if the country is to become a leading
knowledge nation. It is described as involving communicating and
demonstrating the importance of knowledge and innovation, directly involving
people in research, and promoting dialogue between researchers and decision-
makers.

2.3.2 The work of research funding bodies

FNR lists three priorities in its strategic operational plan for 2022-2025. One of
these involves embedding science and research in society and supporting
exchanges between researchers and the public. This will be achieved by
translating and transferring knowledge, ensuring that research is relevant to
society, promoting public engagement and credible science communication, and
supporting innovation in STEM (science, technology, engineering and
mathematics) education. The plan also includes KPIs for ‘Science in Society’.
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FNR does not require funded research projects to engage in communication, but
it does encourage this. Communication activities can be included in applications
for research funding.

2.3.3 Forms of funding

FNR issues annual calls for proposals for science communication projects.
Applications can be made for up to EUR 60,000 for one-year projects, and for
up to EUR 400,000 for larger three-year projects. These calls are also open to
civil society organisations and public actors.

There are also private foundations that support science communication
initiatives, such as the André Losch Foundation.

2.3.4 Initiatives, incentives and evaluation

FNR views public engagement as an integral part of research, and as a shared
responsibility of research organisations and research funding bodies. It works
with the education sector to promote activities relating to research in schools and
to the public. FNR also arranges public outreach activities, uses various media
formats such as online portals, TikTok videos and TV programmes, and offers
courses in science communication for teachers and researchers, as well as
organising training courses on public engagement and how to reach politicians.

FNR is a signatory to both the San Francisco Declaration on Research
Assessment (DORA) and CoARA, and is working to broaden the criteria for
how research is evaluated.

FNR’s Science in Society Unit

To strengthen science communication and public engagement in
Luxembourg, FNR has a dedicated Science in Society unit alongside its
communication unit. The Science in Society unit organises its own
activities and arenas for dialogue between researchers/science
communicators and the general public, and works to support and encourage
other actors to work with research.

Examples of activities run by the unit include the annual SciCom
Luxembourg conference, a national science festival, an initiative whereby
researchers visit schools, the Take Off TV series in which teams of young
people compete against each other in various challenges linked to
experiments and research, a networking programme for researchers and
parliamentarians, and the science.lu website. FNR also awards prizes for
Outstanding Mentor and Outstanding Promotion of Science to the Public.
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2.4 The Netherlands

The Netherlands has an R&D-to-GDP ratio of around 2.22 %, which is slightly
below the EU target of 3 % but is still relatively high by European standards.

The Dutch Research Council (Nederlandse Organisatie voor Wetenschappelijk
Onderzoek, NWO) is responsible for several initiatives for governmental
governance of the research system. Another important player is the Royal
Netherlands Academy of Arts and Sciences (KNAW), which promotes scientific
quality and advises the Dutch Government.

2.4.1 Strategies

The Dutch Research Agenda (Nationale Wetenschapsagenda, NWA) was
launched by the Dutch Government in 2015. The aim was to develop a research
agenda that addresses societal challenges and sets priorities based on society’s
needs. NWO led a bottom-up process involving researchers, decision-makers,
businesses and the general public, which received more than 12,000 possible
research questions.

NWA emphasises the importance of strengthening the dialogue between
research and society through targeted communication, outreach activities and
citizen science.

Open Science Netherlands is a government initiative that calls on research
actors to structure, integrate and support open science and public engagement.
The aim is to make open science the norm in the Netherlands. It is run by NWO,
and follows the Open Science 2030 strategy.

The initiative supports funding, capacity building and infrastructure in line with
the EU’s Open Science strategy. Science communication and public engagement
are highlighted as being central to research quality, collaboration and societal
impact. Through dialogue and citizen science, actors outside academia are
involved in shaping research activities. The annual funding is worth EUR 20
million.

2.4.2 The work of research funding bodies

Science communication is a prioritised aspect of Dutch research policy, with the
aim of increasing the relevance, transparency and societal benefit of research.
Particular importance is attached to how research results are planned in order to
reach wider audiences, which is sometimes included in the assessment of
research applications. This aspect can have a direct influence on funding
decisions.

2.4.3 Forms of funding

The WECOM programme is an NWO initiative within NWA which has
funded projects that reinforce the relationship between science and society since
2018. The programme aims to make research more inclusive, dialogue-based
and relevant by supporting innovative communication. Projects should promote
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understanding of science, involve different target groups and have the potential
for long-term effect, including beyond the funding period.

2.4.4 Initiatives, incentives and evaluation

WetenschapVeilig (SafeScience) is a Dutch initiative that offers support for
researchers and other staff at scientific institutions who experience threats,
harassment or hate speech.

The National Centre of Expertise on Science and Society (Expertisecentrum
Wetenschap en Samenleving, NEWS) works with science communication —
see the box below.

The national Recognition & Rewards programme broadens the view of
research merit beyond traditional indicators such as publications and citations.
The programme highlights societal engagement, education and science
communication as equally important aspects of researchers’ work. This involves
redefining what counts as academic excellence.

One central document is the position paper Ruimte voor ieders talent (Room for
everyone’s talent), published by the Netherlands Federation of University
Medical Centres (NFU), KNAW, NWO and the Netherlands Organisation for
Health Research and Development (Zorgonderzoek Nederland Medische
Wetenschappen, ZonMw)?, which advocates recognising not only academic
results, but also researchers’ contributions within education, societal impact and
science communication. The aim is that the academic system should better
reflect the role of research in society and allow for different career paths and
competencies.

There is a national chapter of CoARA in the Netherlands, where organisations
that have signed the agreement form a knowledge hub to reform how research is
evaluated.

See also Open Science Netherlands in section 2.4.1.

NEWS - the National Centre of Expertise on Science
and Society

The Dutch centre of expertise NEWS was launched in 2024, and
coordinates science communication at national level. It aims to strengthen
the link between science and society by bringing together initiatives,
disseminating knowledge and promoting collaboration between academia,
research institutes, museums, decision-makers and research funding bodies.

2 Room for everyone’s talent (2019) on NWO’s website



https://www.nwo.nl/en/position-paper-room-for-everyones-talent
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NEWS acts as a strategic centre to:

encourage effective science communication

link actors within science and society

gather and secure knowledge and experience

provide advice and support to improve communication about research.

The initiative to establish the ten-year centre was taken by a former
research minister.

2.5 Germany

Germany’s investments in R&D have accounted for around 3.10 % of GDP in
recent years, making it one of the most R&D-intensive countries in Europe.

The Federal Ministry of Research, Technology and Space
(Bundesministerium fiir Forschung, Technologie und Raumfahrt, BMFTR)
is a key player within science communication in Germany. It funds and
coordinates several of the country’s leading research institutions, initiatives and
platforms. The German Research Foundation (Deutsche
Forschungsgemeinschaft, DFG) is Germany’s largest research funding body
and, together with the BMFTR, is the main state steering instrument for the
research system. DFG is financed by central government and the federal states.
Project organisations such as the German Aerospace Center (Deutsches
Zentrum fiir Luft- und Raumfahrt, DLR), the Jiilich Research Centre
(Forschungszentrum Jiilich, Jiilich) and Karlsruhe Institute of Technology’s
Project Management Agency Karlsruhe (Karlsruher Institut fiir
Technologie — Projekttriger Karlsruhe, KIT-PTKA) play an important role
in the R&D landscape. They offer advice, funding administration and project
evaluation, primarily for government ministries, but also for companies and
foundations. BMFTR uses the project organisations as an operational extension
via public procurement. Despite competing for assignments, the organisations
also collaborate within a network.

The private sector also contributes to science communication through non-profit
foundations. The most prominent of these are the Volkswagen Foundation,
Stifterverband and the Klaus Tschira Foundation. Another key player is the
Helmholtz Association, a scientific organisation that consists of several
research centres. All these bodies promote dialogue between research and
society in different ways.

2.5.1 Strategies

#FactoryWisskomm is a major BMFTR initiative that aims to strengthen
science communication in Germany.
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In 2020, around 150 experts came together to draw up a framework of
recommendations with a focus on deepening the interaction between researchers
and citizens. #FactoryWisskomm is a national engine for reshaping how research
is communicated and collaborates with society. An important aspect of this is
that research-based knowledge should contribute towards informed decision-
making and democratic dialogue.

The recommendations have been developed further, and new actors have been

added in a second iteration of #FactoryWisskomm (2022—-2025). In 2025, there
will be a restructuring which is expected to result in more institutionalised and

permanent activities.

2.5.2 The work of research funding bodies

All research programmes at DFG include the opportunity to apply for support
for science communication. Funding for science communication must always be
linked to a DFG-funded research project. Researchers can also apply for
additional funding for science communication as part of an ongoing project. The
focus is on dialogue and participation, popular science and educational
initiatives. DFG also encourages the researchers it supports to engage in
dialogue and to communicate about their research.

2.5.3 Forms of funding

BMFTR provides project support for science communication within major
research programmes, and issues specific calls for proposals as part of the annual
Year of Science initiative in order to promote dialogue between research and
society

Foundations such as the Volkswagen Foundation and the Robert Bosch
Foundation support innovative communication projects, often with a focus on
social relevance.

2.5.4 Initiatives, incentives and evaluation

Wissenschaft im Dialog (WiD) is an organisation similar to Sweden’s
Vetenskap & Allménhet (Public & Science). It employs around 70 members of
staff, and carries out a very broad range of activities based on its mission to
promote productive dialogue between science and the public. The organisation is
supported by leading German science organisations and research funding bodies,
not least BMFTR.

WiD describes itself as a think-and-do-tank for science communication. It
provides knowledge that can be applied in practice, offers targeted continuing
education and professional development, and develops and runs innovative
networking and communication formats. It has developed courses, guidelines
and workshops in order to enable researchers to interact better with the public.
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Sci Comm Support is a service that offers support and advice to researchers and
science communicators who experience threats, hatred, attacks and conflict as a
result of communicating about research. The service operates a helpline which is
available every day between 07:00 and 23:00. Training and workshops are also
offered on dealing with digital violence, hate speech and targeted attacks. The
service emerged as a result of discussions within #FactoryWisskomm, and is
supported by BMFTR.

The Impact Unit works to strengthen the evaluation of science communication
in Germany, with support from BMFTR. It offers free tools, analysis, workshops
and individual advice. The workshops focus on topics such as evaluation
methods, measuring impact and quality assurance in science communication. Its
services are aimed at communicators, researchers, decision-makers and research
funding bodies within the field of science communication.

Adyvisory Unit Science Communication is part of DLR, and was established by
BMFTR. The unit is tasked with supporting and monitoring BMFTR’s funding
practice, which since 2020 means that science communication for and with the
public is an integral part of all research projects.

Germany has a national chapter of CoARA, in which organisations that have
signed the agreement work to bring about a practical change in the way research
is evaluated.

Transfer Unit

Transfer Unit is a collaborative project between WiD and the Berlin-
Brandenburg Academy of Sciences and Humanities, with funding from
BMFTR. The aim is to strengthen the link between research on science
communication and its practical application. The project aims to give
communicators access to relevant research, while researchers gain insights
into the needs of practitioners.

The aim is to promote evidence-based communication and continuous
dialogue between research and practice. In order to make research
accessible, formats are developed in close collaboration with practitioners
so that the results can be directly applied to their work. Exchanges between
researchers and communicators are also facilitated through joint workshops
and other meetings.

2.6 Austria

In Austria, the R&D-to-GDP ratio was 3.29 % in 2023, remaining above the EU
target of 3 % and slightly higher than the German level.



20

The Federal Ministry for Women, Science and Research (BMFWF) is a
leading player within science communication in Austria. It initiates, funds and
runs a number of leading initiatives.

The Austrian Science Fund (Osterreichischer Wissenschaftsfonds, FWF) is
the main research funding body of basic research in Austria. FWF’s mission is to
promote scientific excellence and innovation. It also works to promote gender
equality and diversity within research, and to increase the openness and
accessibility of scientific knowledge.

Austria’s Agency for Education and Internationalisation (Osterreichische
Austauschdienst, OeAD) is the national agency for education and
internationalisation, and is a non-profit limited company owned by the Republic
of Austria. It promotes international collaboration within education, research,
science and culture. OeAD is an Austrian hub for international academic
mobility and collaboration. Science communication is part of OeAD’s portfolio,
and the agency works to develop, fund and integrate science communication into
its programmes.

2.6.1 Strategies

Since 2022, BMFWF has operated the ten-point programme TruSD, which aims
to strengthen trust in science and democracy in Austria. Surveys carried out by
the Austrian Academy of Sciences suggest that more and more Austrians have
no interest in research. Science communication is a central pillar of Austria’s
TruSD programme — both as a tool for building trust and as a bridge between
science and society. OeAD is a key partner in the TruSD programme.

Publicly funded universities in Austria report to the Austrian Government on
what they will achieve in three-year agreements, including how they plan to
work with science communication. Science communication and science
education should also be part of all higher education programmes.

2.6.2 The work of research funding bodies

FWF has a clear commitment to science communication. In some calls for
proposals, it also includes a requirement for communication plans in research
applications.

2.6.3 Forms of funding

FWF announces specific funding for science communication. The programme
gives researchers funded by FWF the opportunity to communicate their research
projects to different groups via new, creative communication initiatives. The aim
is to raise the visibility of research and its results, strengthen public trust in
science, and inspire and engage future generations.

2.6.4 Initiatives, incentives and evaluation

DNAustria is a website for all events and activities in the country relating to
science and democracy. It was launched by BMFWF in 2024 with the aim of
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making science and democracy more accessible and engaging for the public. The
initiative operates in collaboration with OeAD.

The Austrian Science Communication Center is currently being established at
the historic Aula der Wissenschaften building in central Vienna, which will be
transformed into a modern forum for research and society with a focus on young
people. This will be an interactive, experience-based centre where science is
presented in a way that sparks curiosity and dialogue. The initiators are the
Austrian Academy of Sciences (Osterreichische Akademie der Wissenschaften,
OAW), the University of Vienna, TU Wien and BMFWF, which is also the main
research funding bodies. The centre will open in 2027.

A number of Austrian organisations have signed the CoOoARA agreement and are
working to bring about a practical change in the way research is evaluated.

Sparkling Science

In 2007, BMFWEF initiated Sparkling Science, a research programme with a
focus on citizen science. The programme is the only one of its kind in
Europe, and aims to integrate young people into the scientific process,
thereby closing the gap between research and education.

With an annual budget of around EUR 35 million, Sparkling Science has
given more than 100,000 school pupils the opportunity to participate
actively in research projects together with researchers. During its first
twelve years, the programme funded nearly 300 research projects in which
pupils and researchers worked together to answer scientific questions
within a number of different disciplines. BMFWF also awards a prize for
citizen science.

2.7 The United Kingdom

R&D expenditure in the UK amounted to 2.79 % of the country’s GDP in 2023,
which represents a slight decrease compared to the previous year.

The UK has long been a pioneer in science communication and public
engagement. A series of initiatives by the UK Government and the main
research funding bodies have contributed towards a higher level of stakeholder
and public involvement in research and innovation than in most other countries.
Many higher education institutions also have both communication departments
and employed experts to support public engagement.

The largest research funding body is UK Research & Innovation (UKRI).
UKRI is also a key player in promoting science communication and public
engagement. The second largest government funder is the National Health
Service (NHS) with its various partnerships that fund biomedical and clinical
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research, primarily the National Institute for Health Research (NIHR). The
leading private research funder is the Wellcome Trust.

Other key actors within science communication include the National
Coordinating Centre for Public Engagement (NCCPE), the Royal Society,
the Science Media Centre and Sense about Science, all of which are described
in section 2.7.4.

2.7.1 Strategies

UKRI’s most recent public engagement strategy dates from 2022, and builds on
the UK research councils’ longstanding work within this area. This strategy aims
to make research and innovation accessible, ensure that knowledge is shared and
create opportunities for engagement.

A key element of the strategy is Sciencewise, an initiative that enables political
decision-makers to include citizens in dialogues for decisions relating to science
and technology. The strategy emphasises that UKRI works to create a culture
where public engagement is integrated throughout the research and innovation
process. It also highlights the importance of investing in infrastructure and
partnerships to build capacity, skills and networks that allow for long-term,
meaningful collaboration.

The governments of Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland also have their own
public engagement initiatives, such as Research Engagement Scotland and
Science for Wales.

2.7.2 The work of research funding bodies

The largest government research funder, UKRI, consists of seven research
councils and two other research funding bodies: Research England and Innovate
UK. As well as funding research and innovation, UKRI also works to strengthen
researchers’ abilities and confidence to communicate their research.

Some of the research councils within UKRI have included individuals with a
public perspective or a specific focus on public engagement among the
reviewers for certain calls for proposals. Through these various initiatives, UKRI
encourages and facilitates collaboration with and the inclusion of different actors
and the public in research.

The largest private research funder in the UK is the Wellcome Trust, which
funds research into global health challenges. Until 2020, the Wellcome Trust had
dedicated teams that worked with public engagement. There were calls for
proposals for public engagement projects and to work on public engagement
within research programmes funded by the Wellcome Trust. However,
researchers who apply for funding are now encouraged to include plans for how
they will involve stakeholders and the public.

There are several other private research foundations that fund public
engagement, such as Cancer Research UK and NIHR. NIHR has played a
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leading role in developing the UK Standards for Public Involvement. These are
practical tools and recommendations for issues such as how people and patients
involved in research should be compensated.

2.7.3 Forms of funding

UKRI issues some calls for proposals for the co-creation of research. Some of
the research councils also have specific calls for public engagement that non-
researchers can apply for. The Medical Research Council (MRC) offers funding
to involve stakeholders and the public right from the design phase of a research
project.

2.7.4 Initiatives, incentives and evaluation

In the UK, there are a number of initiatives to promote science communication
and public engagement:

Sense about Science is a non-profit organisation that promotes the public
interest in reliable science and evidence. It provides researchers with
communication training, highlights how the public and private sectors use
research results, and empowers the public to ask questions via its Ask for
Evidence initiative.

The National Coordinating Centre for Public Engagement (NCCPE) — see
the box below.

Involve is the UK’s leading organisation for inclusion. It works with a number
of different actors to develop, advocate for and implement new forms of
inclusion. The aim is to contribute to democracy, improve decision-making and
enable people to influence decisions that affect them.

The Royal Society is the world’s oldest academy of science. It works to fund
excellent research and to make research more accessible, relevant and
meaningful to the public. It trains researchers in science communication,
supports school projects, organises research policy discussions, and hosts events
such as the annual Summer Science Exhibition.

The Science Media Centre (SMC) offers the British news media support when
reporting on science. Researchers can also get support when planning media
contact and be added to SMC’s database of experts. Communicators can get help
with presenting research correctly. The centre also arranges various courses and
press briefings. The database of researchers, communicators and journalists is
central to this work.

Another reason why researchers in the UK work more with communication and
public engagement than in most other countries is the Research Excellence
Framework (REF). This is a national framework used by UKRI’s Research
England division to evaluate the quality of research at universities and research
institutes. Research is assessed and ranked according to the following criteria:
contribution to knowledge and understanding, engagement and impact, and
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people, culture and environment. The results form the basis for how government
research funding is then allocated to universities. Engagement and impact relates
to whether research results are applied and lead to concrete effects and impacts
on society. In order to assess this, institutions need to gather and document
examples, known as impact case studies.

The REF process was previously carried out in 2014 and 2021, with the next
round due to take place in 2029. The weighting of the engagement and impact
criterion increased from 20 % in the first round to 25 % in the second round. The
preliminary weighting for engagement and impact for 2029 is 25 %, while
contribution to knowledge and understanding is weighted at 50 % and people,
culture and environment is weighted at 25 %.

REF carries out evaluations at institution level. Thanks to an influential 2002
government report, SET for Success, specific funding was ring-fenced for
universities to support individual researchers’ transferable skills within areas
such as communication, leadership and project management. This funding
(known as ‘Roberts Money’, after the author of the report) ended in 2011.
Training in such skills is now integrated into training and education for doctoral
students and young researchers.

There is a national chapter of CoARA in the UK.

NCCPE

Since 2008, NCCPE has worked to help British universities understand the
value of open and inclusive research, and to inspire dialogue and activities
that make research more accessible and relevant. The organisation’s work
includes influencing policy and practice, carrying out research, and offering
guidance, skills development and resources such as the annual Engage
conference.

NCCPE administers an accreditation process for public engagement that
universities and institutions can undergo. In order to receive the
Watermark award, the institution first needs to draw up a public
engagement plan.

NCCPE coordinates a Manifesto for Public Engagement that around 90
British universities have signed. The purpose of signing this manifesto is to
demonstrate to the wider world that the institution promotes and supports
public engagement.

2.8 Spain

Spain spends a smaller proportion of its GDP on R&D than many other
European countries. In 2023, R&D funding accounted for around 1.49 % of the
country’s GDP, most of which was invested by the private sector.
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The largest government research research funding body is the State Research
Agency (Agencia Estatal de Investigacion, AEI) and the largest public research
institution is the Spanish National Research Council (Consejo Superior de
Investigaciones Cientificas, CSIC). Key actors involved in promoting science
communication are the Spanish Foundation for Science and Technology
(Fundacion Espatfiola para la Ciencia y la Tecnologia, FECYT), which focuses
on strengthening the link between science and society, and the Spanish
Association of Science Communication (Asociacion Espafiola de
Comunicacion Cientifica, AEC2).

2.8.1 Strategies

The Spanish Law on Science, Technology and Innovation emphasises the
importance of open science and making research results available to society.
Higher education institutions and research organisations are responsible for
creating the right conditions for science communication through education and
capacity building, open access and infrastructure to facilitate communication.

It is also possible to apply for state support for:

- developing research institutions’ communication

- collaboration between academia, the public sector and the private sector
- initiatives that make research more relevant and accessible

- initiatives to increase the visibility of scientific discoveries.

There is also a national open science strategy (the Spanish National Strategy
for Open Science 2023-2027, ENCA). The strategy addresses issues such as the
need for new ways of evaluating research and the importance of creating
incentives and recognition for open science. It states that it should be possible
for society to participate in the entire research process.

2.8.2 The work of research funding bodies

In many calls for proposals, the State Research Agency asks applicants to detail
how they plan to communicate about their research, but this is not subsequently
monitored. Scholarly communication is seen as most important.

2.8.3 Forms of funding

There are several research funding bodies that offer project funding for science
communication. FECYT’s Scientific Culture and Innovation Unit issues calls for
proposals for two-year projects. However, co-funding is required, which makes
it difficult for civil society organisations to apply for this funding.

Private organisations such as La Caixa Foundation and the bank BBVA also
fund science communication and award prestigious prizes to science
communicators.

Some regions also offer funding opportunities. For example, Catalonia issues
annual calls for proposals for projects and events, as well as support for doctoral
students who want to make use of citizen science.
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2.8.4 Initiatives, incentives and evaluation

There are several national initiatives to promote science communication in
Spain.

FECYT is part of Spain’s Ministry of Science, Innovation and Universities, and
works to promote interaction between research and other sectors of society by:

- supporting projects and contributing to projects that disseminate
knowledge to the public

- encouraging open science and global collaboration

- promoting dialogue between researchers, decision-makers and citizens,
and supporting initiatives that make research comprehensible

- collecting and disseminating good examples of science communication

- providing scientific input for political decision-making and promoting the
use of research in public administration

- coordinating evaluations of science communication

- managing science institutions, such as the National Science Museum for
Science and Technology (MUNCYT)

- operating Science Media Centre Spain, an independent press centre that
provides resources and contacts for journalists

- serving as part of the Spanish node of the European Digital Media
Science Misinformation Observatory, an EU network to combat
disinformation.

The Spanish Association of Science Communication is an association for
journalists and communicators. It promotes science coverage in the media,
encourages further education, monitors independence and freedom of
expression, and facilitates dialogue on research. It also investigates public
perceptions of research and announces funding for research on science
communication.

There are more than a hundred Scientific Culture Units in Spain. These units
are linked to research organisations with the aim of promoting scientific culture?,
contact between science and society, and the development of the scientific
community.

The National Agency for Quality Assessment and Accreditation (Agencia
Nacional de Evaluacion de la Calidad y Acreditacion, ANECA) is the
Spanish agency for research evaluation and quality assurance within higher
education. It is responsible for assessing the research credentials of university
teaching staff and researchers, reviewing and certifying training programmes,
and assessing qualifications for academic service. It is also a key player in
Spain’s national CoARA chapter, which works to reform research assessment in
favour of more inclusive and quality-focused methods.

3 Scientific culture is a concept that describes the values, norms, attitudes and working
practices that characterise scientific work.
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ANECA influences the development of science communication in several ways.
It provides a framework and incentives for universities to include science
communication in their strategies, engages in policy development that can lead
to science communication being given greater weight in merit assessments, and
supports reforms that recognise researchers’ societal engagement as part of
academic quality.

As well as having a national CoARA chapter, Spain also presents several awards
recognising good science communication and science journalism.

2.9 The European Commission

The EU’s current long-term budget for 2021-2027 is around EUR 2,018 billion.
Of this, 4.7 % or EUR 95.5 billion goes to the EU Framework Programme for
Research and Innovation. For the next budgetary period (2028-2034), it is
proposed that the proportion of funding allocated to research and innovation
should be 8.75 %. On average, member states invest around 2.2 % of their GDP
in R&D, which is well below the 3 % target.

Key bodies for promoting research in the EU:

The European Commission’s Directorate-General for Research and
Innovation is responsible for developing and implementing the EU’s research
policy. The Directorate leads the work of Horizon Europe, coordinates efforts
within the European Research Area (ERA) and promotes pioneering innovation
to address societal challenges.

The European Research Council (ERC) supports excellent basic research
within all fields of science.

The European Commission’s Joint Research Centre (JRC) produces and
delivers independent, evidence-based knowledge to support EU policies.

2.9.1 Strategies

A New ERA for Research and Innovation (2020) is a key document for EU
research policy. The ERA aims to increase collaboration between national
research systems and improve policy coordination between EU member states,
reinforce research infrastructures, and promote open science and international
collaboration. Its work is supported by three pillars: the Pact for Research and
Innovation in Europe, the ERA Forum and the ERA Policy Agenda.

The Pact for Research and Innovation in Europe was adopted in 2021, and
supports and rewards a culture of open science. It highlights the importance of
societal responsibility for research and innovation, and emphasises the fact that
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public engagement in policy processes can both lead to greater societal and
environmental impact and strengthen trust in research.*

The ERA Policy Agenda for 2025-2027 was adopted in May 2025. It builds on
the results of the first policy agenda for 2022—2024, which included a measure to
“bring research and researchers closer to the public at large”. Within the
framework for this measure, a Mutual Learning Exercise on Public Engagement
in R&I — in which the Swedish Research Council participated — was conducted.

The ambition of the ERA Policy Agenda is to create a more resilient, inclusive
and powerful research and innovation landscape in the EU. It was developed by
the European Commission together with member states via the ERA Forum, an
expert group that also involves representatives from associated countries, the
European Commission and stakeholder organisations. The Forum has been
tasked with advising and supporting the European Commission in connection
with the implementation, monitoring and overview of the policy agenda. The
Swedish Research Council and Vinnova represent Sweden in the forum. The
work of ERA can be followed on the ERA Platform website.

The new agenda includes eleven long-term structural policy strategies and eight
concrete actions to be implemented up until 2027. One of these strategies is to
enhance trust in science through citizen participation, engagement and
science communication.

The objectives are to:

e boost public engagement in R&I, citizen science and science
communication through jointly developed guidelines

e develop more effective mechanisms for substantial, inclusive public
engagement in R&I

e strengthen science-society links at national/regional/local level

e increase scientific literacy® and science capital® through closer links
between the scientific community and young people, and with people
not habitually involved in science.

The Swedish Research Council is the sponsor of this policy, together with the
German ministry BMFTR. The sponsorship means that the Swedish Research
Council is part of an EU-level leadership structure for the policy. This can
include acting as a sounding board for the European Commission, influencing its
work and organising seminars.

4 Council Recommendation on a Pact for Research and Innovation in Europe (pdf).

5 Scientific literacy is the ability to understand, interpret, evaluate and use research in a
critical and informed way.

6 Science capital is a concept that describes a person’s accumulated knowledge,
experiences and attitudes that influence how they relate to science.
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The ERA’s policy agenda is implemented via voluntary commitments. The
European Commission also plans to introduce an ERA law in 2026 to make
research initiatives within the EU more uniform. The law is expected to have
three objectives: to increase investment in research and innovation to 3 % of
GDP, to focus research support on strategic priorities and strengthen
coordination between the EU and the member states, and to ensure the free
movement of knowledge and talent, sometimes referred to as the ‘fifth freedom’
(over and above goods, services, people and capital).

2.9.2 The work of the European Commission

The European Commission supports research and innovation via the Horizon
Europe Framework Programme. Open science is a requirement for all projects
funded by the programme. Public engagement has also long been a priority area,
and is mentioned in many calls for proposals, alongside co-design’ and co-
creation. Applications for EU funding are assessed, including on the basis of the
‘Impact’ criterion, which relates to how the results of the project are expected to
have an impact.

As early as 2003, the Sixth Framework Programme included a work programme
called Science and Society to strengthen exchanges between research and
society. In 2016, the EU’s member states decided to work for a transition
towards open science, including working to achieve new ways to measure the
quality and impact of research (altmetrics), and involving the public in the
production of knowledge (citizen science).

The ERC has a dedicated unit to help researchers communicate about their
projects, offering advice, tools and training in science communication. In the
ERC’s communication strategy, one of three strategic objectives is to promote
citizen engagement in research by providing ERC-funded researchers with
opportunities and incentives to communicate.

2.9.3 Forms of funding

The previous EU Framework Programme for Research and Innovation included
specific work programmes to support projects within public engagement and
responsible research and innovation (RRI). Horizon Europe funds projects that
develop online platforms with resources to work with open and responsible
research and innovation (ORRI), citizen science, science communication and
open science.

There is no specific part of the Framework Programme for science
communication. Rather, public engagement can be said to have become a
strategic objective for the whole of Horizon Europe. Calls for proposals ask for
different methods for engaging stakeholders and the public. There is also a
specific work programme, Widening Participation and Strengthening the

7 Co-design means that experts design something together with its intended users.
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European Research Area (WIDERA), which includes aims to strengthen and
develop relationships between research and other parts of society.

2.9.4 Initiatives, incentives and evaluation

Over the years, many projects within the field of science communication and
public engagement have been carried out with support from the European
Commission. These have resulted in a wide range of toolkits, checklists, guides,
platforms and other resources. Some current projects and relevant project results:

The COALESCE (Co-creating the EU Competence Centre for Science
Communication) project, which runs from 2023 to 2027, will create a virtual
European competence centre for science communication — see the box below.

The European Knowledge Valorisation Platform has a collection of resources
and methods for inclusion and collaboration when transforming academic
knowledge into societal benefits.

The Conference on the Future of Europe (CoFoE) was a large-scale example
of citizen participation in policy-making. Between April 2021 and May 2022,
more than 700,000 participants were involved in discussions via a digital
platform and at various events. Following CoFoE, the European Commission
has institutionalised citizens’ panels as a policy-making tool, in the form of the
Citizens’ Engagement Platform.

REINFORCING (2023-2027) is an EU project that is developing a virtual node
with resources for ORRI, based on previous RRI projects and other RRI
initiatives.

EU-citizen.science (2022-2026) is a platform that was developed within an EU
project and is now supported by another EU project: European Citizen Science.
The platform offers resources, skills development, networking and a database of
citizen science projects.

The EU project VERITY (2022-2025) investigated distrust in research and
challenges relating to science communication. The project resulted in a
collection of evaluated strategies, methods and tools to increase trust in research
and innovation.

The Coalition for Advancing Research Assessment (CoARA) is a European
Commission initiative. Within this initiative, an agreement to reform how
research is assessed and evaluated has been drawn up and signed by universities,
academies, government agencies, learned societies, research funding bodies and
others. The agreement sets out the direction for changes in the way research,
researchers and research organisations are assessed, with the aim of
strengthening the quality and impact of research.

The European Charter for Researchers is a document which sets out
principles and requirements for creating attractive research careers in the EU.
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The latest version, which was adopted in 2023, encourages researchers to
conduct open science and to involve people in their research:

“Researchers should incorporate citizen science into their
projects as much as possible and where relevant. This means
involving citizens in the concept, design and implementation of
research projects [...]. This is an ideal means to democratise
science, build trust in science, and leverage the vast societal
intelligence and capabilities to conduct excellent research and
innovation.”

Every two years, the ERC awards a prize for public engagement, linked to ERC-
funded projects. Up to eight research leaders can receive the Public
Engagement with Research Award, worth EUR 10,000.

COALESCE

The COALESCE project is the result of eight previous EU projects within
the field of science communication and a number of other initiatives in this
area. Working in partnership with stakeholders across Europe, the project
co-creates digital resources and tools that can contribute towards evidence-
based, inclusive and ethical science communication. The aim is to create a
sustainable infrastructure that supports researchers, communicators and
decision-makers in communicating about research. The Swedish Research
Council is involved in this work through participation in an expert group
(mutual learning exercise).

2.10 Sweden

Sweden has long ranked very high internationally in terms of investments in
research and innovation. R&D expenditure amounted to 3.6 % of GDP in 2023,
one of the highest levels in the OECD.

Some key actors:

The Swedish Research Council funds excellent research within all fields, and
is responsible for coordinating communication about research and research
results in Sweden. The council aims to improve the efficiency of national
science communication efforts, thereby enabling research to achieve a greater
degree of impact.

Formas is a government research council that funds research for sustainable
development within the fields of the environment, agricultural industries and
sustainable spatial planning, and works to support and develop formats for
science communication in these areas.
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Riksbankens Jubileumsfond funds research and works to strengthen the
accessibility and utilisation of research within the humanities and the social
sciences.

Vetenskap & Allméinhet (Public & Science) is a non-profit organisation that
promotes dialogue and transparency between the public and researchers.

2.10.1 Strategies

Every four years, the Swedish Government presents a research and innovation
bill, which is then adopted by the Riksdag (the Swedish parliament). It sets the
direction for and describes the investments to be made in research over the next
four years. The most recent bill from 2024 does not mention science
communication at all.

The Swedish Research Council’s strategy for science communication is included
in the Council’s strategic operational plan for 2025-2028. There is a particular
focus on improving the conditions for researchers, science communicators and
journalists to communicate about research in an effective and accessible manner.

Riksbankens Jubileumsfond has a collaboration strategy that emphasises its
active role in promoting collaboration and science communication. This strategy
aims to strengthen the accessibility and benefits to society of research, with a
particular focus on highlighting the importance of the humanities and the social
sciences.

2.10.2 The work of research funding bodies

The main government research funding bodies communicate about the research
they fund in different ways. There are no general requirements for — or
monitoring of — communication initiatives in research projects. However, there
are specific calls for proposals that specifically emphasise the importance of
science communication.

2.10.3 Forms of funding

The Swedish Research Council sometimes announces grants for communication
activities. These grants can be applied for by researchers who have an ongoing
grant. The aim is to enable holders of research grants from the Swedish Research
Council to plan, implement and evaluate communication activities that involve
dialogue or co-creation with identified groups outside academia.

Approved projects at Riksbankens Jubileumsfond are automatically awarded a
collaboration grant of up to SEK 150,000. This funding can be claimed against
reported costs. The Flexit programme offers researchers and businesses — as
well as other organisations within the private, public and non-profit sectors — the
opportunity to work together to exchange knowledge and experience.

Formas’ Effekt call for proposals aims to promote the communication and
utilisation of research. Researchers working in collaboration with actors from
other sectors can apply for funding together in order to put research-based
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knowledge, innovations and solutions into practice. The aim is for their research
to be of concrete use and to have a greater impact within society. This call for
proposals is a further development of Formas’ previous call for communication
projects.

The Natur & Kultur Foundation supports organisations that contribute towards
making relevant research accessible to a broad public. The foundation also
provides working grants of SEK 100,000 to facilitate the dissemination of
research to the public.

2.10.4 Initiatives, incentives and evaluation

Vetenskap & Allméinhet (Public & Science) is a non-profit organisation that
promotes dialogue and transparency between the public and researchers via a
range of national and international projects. It is also an expert organisation for
dialogue, communication and collaboration in connection with research. The
organisation is made up of around a hundred member organisations.

The Swedish Research Council, together with researchers and communication
experts, has developed a three-part framework for courses in science
communication. The report on this framework emphasises the importance of
strengthening doctoral students’ ability to communicate research, participate in
public debate and collaborate outside academia. The report’s recommendations
are aimed at those who design postgraduate education, and aim to inspire
development and collaboration in connection with communication training.

Forskning.se is a website that highlights research from many different sources.
Its content comes from universities, university colleges, research institutes and
government agencies, as well as from its own editorial team and from partners. It
has also produced a guide called to understanding research, which explains what
science is, how research is carried out and how to interpret the results. The
website has a dedicated portal for journalists to ask questions, contact
researchers and find research. Forskning.se is run by the Swedish Research
Council in collaboration with Forte, Vinnova, the Swedish Environmental
Protection Agency and the Swedish National Space Agency.

The Swedish Forum for Science Communication is an annual conference
aimed at science communicators, researchers, journalists and others who are
active within, or interested in, science communication. The aim is to help
strengthen society’s understanding and interest in research and the scientific
process. The conference was first held in 2013, and is a collaborative project
between a number of research funding bodies, including the Swedish Research
Council and Vetenskap & Allménhet A (Public & Science).

The Researchers’ Grand Prix is Sweden’s biggest competition in presentation
techniques for researchers. Competitors must present their research in four
minutes in as simple, inspiring and educational a way as possible. Local
competitions are held around the country in conjunction with the
ForskarFredag science festival (which includes a Borrow a Researcher
feature). The winners then come together for the grand final in Stockholm. The
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competing researchers get coaching and training in presentation techniques,
while the audience gets an insight into research in a wide range of areas in an
entertaining and inspiring way.

The National Library of Sweden has developed national guidelines for open
science on behalf of the Swedish Government. These guidelines are intended to
support and guide Swedish actors in Sweden who play an important role in the
transition towards open science.

The Nobel Center is an upcoming cultural and scientific centre in Stockholm
that will offer exhibitions, lectures and events focusing on the discoveries of
Nobel Laureates. A new building will be constructed in central Stockholm,
serving as a meeting place with public activities and a library. The opening is
planned for 2031.

There is a national chapter of CoARA with five working groups in Sweden.
There are also several awards that recognise good communication about
research: Orebro University’s and the Hamrin Foundation’s awards for
outstanding science communication, the Lars Salvius Prize, the SNS Prize, Natur
& Kultur’s popular science prize and the Young Academy of Sweden’s Research
Beacon.

Borrow a Researcher

Borrow a Researcher is an initiative that makes it easier to make contact
with researchers and research. For two periods a year, schools, non-profit
organisations and workplaces can borrow researchers to visit them, either
in person or digitally, to talk about their research and working as a
researcher. A booking platform makes it easy to find researchers based on
target group, topic, location and available times.

Borrow a Researcher has long been part of the ForskarFredag science
festival, but is now a national project coordinated by Vetenskap &
Allménhet (Public & Science).
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3 Summary and conclusions

The compilation of initiatives to strengthen science communication shows that
there is much to learn from and be inspired by, and that we have much to be
proud of in Sweden. This chapter summarises observations from other countries
and draws conclusions.

3.1 Strategies

In many countries, such as Germany, the Netherlands and Austria, there are
large research ministries that also work to promote science communication.
Sweden’s ministries are smaller by comparison, and more tasks are assigned to
government agencies. The Swedish Research Council has a mandate from the
Swedish Government to coordinate communication about research and research
results nationally. One of the objectives of the Swedish Research Council’s
overall strategy is to contribute towards the dissemination and use of scientific
knowledge.

When something is highlighted in legislation or in national strategies, it is given
more weight and visibility compared to strategies or policies for individual
organisations or areas. This is why the Swedish Research Council has chosen to
integrate its strategy for science communication into its overall strategy and
strategic operational plan. Countries where the national government or key
research actors promote science communication and public engagement tend to
have a more developed science communication ecosystem than other countries.

3.2 The work of research funding bodies

Government research councils in the investigated countries often work
ambitiously to encourage science communication. Some of them require science
communication, at least in certain calls for proposals, while others work
primarily with incentives.

Many welcome the fact that part of the research grant is used for science
communication and public engagement initiatives. In Germany and Sweden, for
example, those who already have a research grant or have recently received one
can apply for additional funding for communication.

In Ireland and Luxembourg, the research councils have KPIs for measuring the
degree of interaction between research and society. Research Ireland requests
reports of these KPIs when grants within certain calls for proposals are reported
on. The Luxembourg National Research Fund (Fonds National de la Recherche,
FNR) has formulated KPIs to evaluate its own work. Research Ireland also
offers networking events to enable those who work with public engagement in
funded projects to share their experiences.
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The UKRI in the UK has included people who can share the public perspective
when establishing panels to assess applications in some calls for proposals.

Generally speaking, few research councils specifically assess science
communication initiatives when evaluating applications received or when
following up and reporting on research projects.

The wording of calls and application forms sometimes asks for descriptions of
how the project plans to involve and engage stakeholders and the public.

3.3 Forms of funding

In some countries, the national research council announces specific funding for
science communication and public engagement. Examples include Research
Ireland, the Netherlands’ NWO and Luxembourg’s FNR. This funding can
usually be applied for by non-researchers, but researchers must also be involved.
Luxembourg has large annual calls for proposals for multi-year projects called
PSP Flagship (Promoting Science to the Public), with the possibility to apply for
up to EUR 400,000.

Several research funding bodies offer the possibility for grant recipients to apply
for additional funding for science communication and public engagement as part
of new or ongoing research projects. The Swedish Research Council also offers
this possibility, which has thus far been used by a couple of research areas.

In Germany, the ministry responsible for research issues offers support for
science communication within major research programmes, and also issues
specific calls for proposals to promote dialogue between research and society.

In most of the investigated countries, there are private foundations and funds that
fund science communication initiatives and projects. In Denmark and Germany
in particular, a significant proportion of funding for science communication
comes from such research funding bodies. In some places, regional actors also
offer funding for science communication projects.

3.4 Initiatives, incentives and evaluation

There are many national initiatives to support and evaluate science
communication and public engagement, such as the NEWS competence centre
that is currently being set up in the Netherlands and the long-established NCCPE
in the UK. Some countries also have associations that promote these issues and
offer advice and support, such as Vetenskap & Allménhet (Public & Science) in
Sweden, Wissenschaft im Dialog (WiD) in Germany and the Spanish
Association of Science Communication.

Completed EU projects within the field of science communication and public
engagement have left a legacy in the form of many digital platforms, toolkits,
guides and guidelines. The ongoing EU-funded COALESCE project aims to
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develop and gather such resources in a digital competence centre, and also offers
courses in science communication.

Several countries have science media centres that provide journalists with advice
on science coverage and suggestions for experts to contact. The service for
journalists offered by forskning.se has the same ambitions.

Online platforms that bring together news and other communications about
research exist in several countries, including videnskab.dk in Denmark,
science.lu in Luxembourg and forskning.se in Sweden. They often also offer
advice and support for those who want to communicate about research. There
are also other online resources, such as Germany’s Impact Unit which collects
and disseminates knowledge about how to evaluate science communication.

Other national initiatives include networks in which practitioners share
experiences and support each other. Annual national conferences on science
communication are also common. There are plans for physical meeting places,
such as the upcoming Austrian Science Communication Center in Vienna and
the planned Nobel Center in Stockholm.

All the investigated countries are involved in the CoARA process, which aims to
reform how research is evaluated. The goal is to develop and implement
additional indicators to measure the quality and impact of research. The
Netherlands, Spain and the United Kingdom also have national evaluation
schemes that include incentives for science communication.

Several countries present awards for excellence in science communication, such
as Denmark, Spain and Sweden. In Germany, #FactoryWisskomm is a major
initiative from the ministry responsible for research that aims to encourage
collaboration between researchers and society.

The European Commission’s framework programme for research and
innovation, Horizon Europe, is one of Europe’s most important sources of
research funding. By assessing project applications on the basis of factors such
as the project’s anticipated impact and how applicants plan to achieve this, the
European Commission provides incentives for researchers to develop and make
use of science communication. The results of these initiatives should also be
reported back after the project has ended. One of the aims of the WIDERA work
programme within Horizon Europe is to strengthen and develop relationships
between research and other parts of society.

It is hard to assess what impact the initiatives described in this report have had
on the development of science communication. They are carried out within
complex contexts where it is difficult to determine how much impact the specific
initiative has had in relation to various external factors. Interviewees in other
countries have particularly highlighted the importance and value of central
actors — primarily ministries and research funding bodies — expressing support
for, investing in and demanding science communication.
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Conclusion: In many countries, there is both higher education and research
within science communication. Research in this area is also ongoing in Sweden,
but it is usually linked to related disciplines such as sociology, media and
communication studies, journalism and didactics.
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