Development Research at
the Swedish Research Council

Development research at
the Swedish Research Council …
• Funded by the government’s development aid funds
• Research of particular relevance to the fight against poverty and for sustainable
development in low income countries (and lower middle income countries)

• All disciplines and subject areas (welcomes interdisciplinary projects)

Knowledge, solutions and
support for knowledge
based development
Development research contributes e.g.

• to identify and explain living conditions and
conditions for sustainable development;

• to solutions and to identify and quantify their
impacts; and

• to generate support for a knowledge based
development.

Development research transferred from Sida
to the Swedish Research Council in 2013
Purpose:

• Integrate development research into the broader research funding
landscape

• Harmonise calls and project review (processes, support, quality assurance
and application system)

• Broaden the area of Swedish development research and attract new
scientists to the area

Strategy for research and research collaboration within
development 2015 – 2021: High quality research of relevance for
sustainable development and the fight against poverty
Sida

The Swedish Research Council

• Capacity development for research, mainly

• Highest quality research in Sweden of

in low income countries and regions

• Focus on global, regional och national
research of relevance for low income
countries and regions

• Support to research which through

innovation can contribute to sustainable
development and the fight against poverty

particular relevance for the fight against
poverty sustainable development in low
income countries

• Strengthened knowledge exchange and

collaboration between researchers in
Sweden and researchers in low income and
lower middle income countries with a focus
on research of high quality and relevance
for the fight against poverty and sustainable
development

Organisation of development research at
the Swedish Research Council
• KUF – the Committee for Development Research:
–Active researchers
–Nine members appointed for three years

• Assessment panels with Swedish and international members

Financing of development
research at the Swedish
Research Council
• Funding from the Swedish development
aid budget

• 185 MSEK/year

Three review panels
–Social science and humanities
–Natural, engineering and environmental
science
–Global health

to presentation of calls

Calls within
development
research

Development research at
Vetenskapsrådet
• All disciplines and research areas
• Relevance for fight against poverty and
sustainable development

• Relevance for low-income countries
–

Project grant
– Internationell postdoc grant

• Collaboration countries (required)
– Network grant
– Doctoral programmes
– International postdoc (mobility)
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Project grant
Applicant

Individual researcher

Participating
researchers

Up to 6 other researchers may be invited to join the
application.

Grant period

1–3 years

Grant amount

Minimum 400 000 SEK per year, maximum 1 500 000 SEK
per year
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Project grant
• The purpose is to reinforce Swedish

research of the highest quality with
particular relevance to the fight against
poverty and for sustainable
development in low income countries

• Applications from all disciplines and
subject areas welcome

• Include description of relevance for

poverty reduction and sustainable
development in low-income country/ies

• Participating researcher from LIC/LMIC
not a requirement, but motivate if you
do not have one
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Network grant – Swedish
Research Links
Applicant

Individual researcher

Participating
researchers

1 to 6 other researchers may be invited to join the
application. At least 1 of these shall be invited as an
international project leader.

Grant period

1–2 years

Grant amount

Maximum 400 000 SEK per year
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Network grant – Swedish
Research Links
• The purpose of the network grant is to

establish a network around a specific
research idea, aimed at a joint research
project and joint applications for
funding.

• Network grants are in the first instance

intended for new collaborations.
However, existing networks may apply if
they build on new research ideas.

• The grant shall support the development
of long-term joint research between
Swedish researchers and researchers
from low income countries and/or lower
middle income countries.
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International postdoc
Applicant

Individual researcher. You must have been awarded a
doctoral degree before the grant period begins, not at the
time of application.

Participating
researchers

No participating researchers

Grant period

18–36 months

Grant amount

1 150 000 SEK per year, a further total of 50 000 SEK may
be applied for accompanying family members.

Mobility

At least two thirds of the grant period is spent abroad
incl at least one third of the grant period in a low income
or lower middle income country

16

International postdoc
The purpose of the grant is:

• to give newly qualified researchers with a
doctoral degree from a Swedish
university the opportunity to expand their
networks and their competences by
working abroad under secure
employment conditions.

• to reinforce Swedish research of the

highest quality with particular relevance
to the fight against poverty and for
sustainable development in low income
countries.
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Doctoral programmes within
development research
Applicant

Organisation (Swedish higher education institution (HEI)). A
coordinator of the graduate school at the host organisation shall be
invited to be the project leader for the application.

Participating
researchers

At least 2 further Swedish HEIs, and at least 1 HEI in a low income
or lower middle income country.

Grant period

3-4 years

Grant amount

Maximum 2 million SEK per year for 3–4 years

Budgetary
framework

•
•
•

Coordinator salary up to 30%
Administrator salary up to 40%
No salary for doctoral students

6 million SEK per year for 4 years (3 grants)

18

Doctoral programmes within
development research
Graduate schools within development research shall:

- use the sustainable development goals of Agenda 2030 as the
starting point

- be cross-sectoral/multi-sectoral and broad, and stimulate learning
and collaboration between different disciplines

Shall primarily be a complement to existing doctoral education, e.g.
through elective courses, seminars and other activities that involve
doctoral students and their supervisors.
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Final tips
• Read the call texts and Guide for applicants carefully
• Make sure to invite participating researchers well ahead of
deadline

• Don’t wait until the last minute before entering information into
Prisma

• Use the ’Check and register’ section to see what information is
missing from the application
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